A few weeks back I was participating in a thesis defense. The topic was a far cry from chironomid work, but one message that came out of the defense is relevant to all of us, so bear with me a moment. The candidate had found that a very well-researched lizard was capable of vocalizing ultrasonically -something previously unknown to science. Towards the end of the defense, one of the referees asked the candidate how it was possible that this behavior was as-of-yet undescribed, especially considering that this lizard is considered as a model organism for reptilian studies. The candidate did well discussing several typical reasons -funding, time, technological needs, etc. The conversation took a turn, though; we began discussing how findings like these make the field of scientific research so fascinating. As researchers, I am certain we can all relate to this desire to discover; knowing that there is always "more" is the fuel that ignites our passion.
